
DATE:  October 3, 2006 
 
TO:  Agricultural Commission Members, Associates, Advisors and Friends 
 
FROM:  Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D Area, Inc.  
 
SUBJECT: Western Massachusetts Agricultural Commission Gatherings/Trainings 
 

We are pleased to provide you with the agenda and registration form for the first  
Western Massachusetts Agricultural Commission Gathering/Trainings scheduled for two dates and locations: 
 Saturday, November 4, 2006, Deerfield Town Hall, South Deerfield, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
 Saturday, December 9, 2006, Hancock Shaker Village, Pittsfield, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

 
8:30 Registration, Coffee & Refreshments 
9:00 Welcome &  Announcements:  Doug Gillespie, Commissioner  
 Kick-off-Talk: “What Can Ag Commissions Do for Maximum Impact”   
 Rep. Steve Kulik (S. Deerfield); Rep. Denis Guyer (Pittsfield)   
9:30 Getting Started:  Agricultural Commission Resources 
 Government & Private Resources, Internet and Hard Copy Resources, Assistance with Communications 
 Irene Winkler, Coordinator, USDA/NRCS RC&D; Scott Soares, MDAR 
10:15 Farmland and Farm Protection Tools 
 APR program, Land Use Planning, Chap 61A Protocol and Zoning 
 Cris Coffin & Jesse Robertson Dubois, American Farmland Trust; Rich Hubbard, Franklin Land Trust   
11:15 Roundtable Session:  What are Current Ag Comm Issues and Projects? 
12:15 Lunch & Networking – Handouts, Advice on First Steps for Ag Commissions 
12:45 Educating the Community about Agriculture 
 Getting Local Support, Mass Ag in the Classroom and Farm Brochures 
 Lenore Paul, Mass Ag in the Classroom; Anna Hanchett, Sheffield Land Trust Ag Ed Coordinator; Mark Lattanzi, CISA 
1:30 Conflict Prevention & Conflict Resolution Skills 
 Keeping Conflicts from Arising and Dealing with Conflicts when They Do Arise 
 Loraine Della Porta, Mass Office of Dispute Resolution 
2:15 Getting to Know the Farms in Your Community  

Assessing the Needs of the Farm Community Using a Locally and Regionally Useful Survey Tool 
Gaby Immerman, Cummington AgComm Chair, Jessica Allan, PVPC (S. Deerfield); Tom Matuszko, BRPC (PIttsfield)  

3:00 Wrap-up and Roundtable Discussion – Recruitment of Additional Towns 
3:30 Adjourn 
 
Registration fee of $10.00 includes lunch and refreshments, payable in advance by check to Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D.  
Please register by October 16, 2006.  Thanks and we look forward to seeing you in S. Deerfield or 
Pittsfield!  Directions to each site on reverse.  
 
Sponsored by MA DAR, Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D, TTOR- Highland Communities Initiative, CISA, Berkshire Regional Planning Commission, Mass Farm 
Bureau, American Farmland Trust, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, Berkshire Natural Resources Council, Berkshire Grown, Franklin Land Trust, 
Franklin Regional Council of Governments, Williamstown Rural Lands Foundation, Sheffield Land Trust, Hampshire & Hampden Conservation Districts, 

Town of Deerfield and USDA/NRCS. 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

To help us plan for lunch, it is important to know how many people intend to attend each training session. 
Please complete the pre-registration below and return, with your check for $10, by Monday, October 16, 2006, to 

Berkshire Pioneer RC&D Area, Inc., 433 West Street, Suite 8, Amherst, MA  01002. 
Please make checks payable to Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D Area, Inc. 

 
Name:_________________________________  AgComm you are representing: _________________________ 
                
Street: ______________________________  Town: ____________________________   Zip:  ______________ 



 
Day phone: __________________________________   Email: _______________________________________   
 
I will attend:  Nov. 4, Deerfield Town Hall    Dec. 9, Hancock Shaker Village    I would like a vegetarian lunch. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Ann Gibson at B-P RC&D Area, Inc., agibson.rcd@verizon.net, 413-256-1607. 
 
 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS 
 

Saturday, November 4, 2006, Deerfield Town Hall, South Deerfield 
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 a.m. 

 
The Deerfield Town Hall is on Conway Street in the center of South Deerfield.   
 
From the south: 
Take I-91 North to Exit 24, Deerfield 
Off exit ramp, turn right onto Rtes 5 & 10. Go 7/10 mi -- through one light, pass Yankee Candle 
on the left, and at second light turn right on Elm Street (Bank of Western Mass on corner). 
Cross railroad tracks to stop sign. Turn left on Main Street and take next left on Conway Street 
(Greenfield Savings Bank on the corner). 
Town Hall is second building on the right, modern structure, #8 Conway Street. 
 
From the north: 
Take I-91 South to Exit 25, Rt 116/Deerfield/Conway. 
Off exit ramp, turn left on Rt. 116 and go 2/10 mi to stop light. 
Right at light onto Rts 5 & 10 & 116 and go 3/10 mile to stop light. 
Left at light onto Elm Street (Bank of Western Mass on corner). 
Cross railroad tracks to stop sign. Turn left on Main Street and take next left on Conway Street 
(Greenfield Savings Bank on the corner). 
Town Hall is second building on the right, modern structure, #8 Conway Street. 
 

Saturday, December 9, 2006, Hancock Shaker Village, Pittsfield 
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 a.m. 

 
Hancock Shaker Village is located on Route 20 in Pittsfield, just west of the junction of Routes 
20 and 41. Due to reliability issues, the Village does not recommend the use of search engines 
such as MapQuest.  Consult the Village’s website for further details:  
www.hancockshakervillage.org. 
 
From  the west: 
The Village’s entrance is on Route 20, on the right, approximately 3 miles from the New 
York/Massachusetts border. 
 
From the east:  
(distance from Northampton/Amherst is approximately 45 minutes)  
Take Route 9 west to Route 7 in Pittsfield  
Take Route 7 south to Route 20  
Take Route 20 west; the Village’s entrance is 6 miles on the left 



 


